
State Senator

Cathy Cook

2005 
Legislative Report 
to the 18th District

PRSRT STD
U

.S. Postage
PA

ID
Perm

it # 3937
H

artford, C
T

06106

S
ta

te
 S

e
n

a
to

r

C
ath

y C
o

o
k

w
w

w
.sen

aterepub
lican

s.ct.gov/sen
ain

fo/C
ook.h

tm
H

ow
 to R

each
 M

e:

M
ail

Sen
ator C

ath
y C

ook

R
oom

 3400, Legislative O
ffice B

u
ild

in
g

H
artford

, C
T

 06106 - 1591

Telep
h

on
e

1-800
-842

-1421

T
T

Y
 860

-240
-0163 

(text telep
h

on
e for th

e h
earin

g im
p

aired
)

E
-M

ail

C
ath

erin
e.C

ook@
cga.ct.gov

V
isit m

y w
ebsite to sign up to receive e-m

ail 
updates on m

y activities in the legislature

Environment
This year the General Assembly passed my legislation to create a lobster

restoration program that involves licensed commercial fishermen marking 

the tails of mature females with a v-shaped notch and releasing them to 

allow further reproduction. Unfortunately, this program was not funded by

the state budget. However, the state is seeking funding for this important 

program from other sources. We did pass new funds for farmland preserva-

tion, the purchase of more open space, and continuation of the restoration 

of Long Island Sound. 

Pequot Fund & Education
This year, the General Assembly passed legislation increasing Education 

Cost Sharing grants – otherwise known as state aid to local education – to 

our towns and cities. We also passed legislation requiring towns and cities 

to use that state aid only for educational purposes. I am especially happy 

to report that we passed legislation to increase funding this year from the

Mashantucket Pequot and Mohegan Fund to several eastern Connecticut 

communities, including Griswold, Groton, North Stonington, Preston,

Stonington and Voluntown.

Serving the people of:

Central Village, Griswold, Groton, Jewett City, 

Moosup, Mystic, North Stonington, 

Pawcatuck, Plainfield, Preston, Sterling, 

Stonington, Voluntown & Wauregan

Senator Cook and Plainfield Fire Chief, Paul Yellin, touring the Inter-Royal Mill Fire.

Senator Cook with Stonington High School students who came to the Capitol.



State Senator

Cathy Cook
Dear Neighbors: 

I am pleased to provide this report to you about my 

activities in the General Assembly on your behalf. Please call

my office anytime if I can assist you with more information.  

At the start of the legislative session this year I knew that

one of my main responsibilities would be to educate my fellow legislators from

other parts of the state on the importance of the Submarine Base in Groton. While

I was hopeful that our Base would not be placed on the Department of Defense’s

list for closure, the unthinkable happened on Friday, May 13th. On that “Black

Friday” I joined the Governor, Congressman Rob Simmons and my legislative 

leaders in battle. I knew we had to show that our state stood “foursquare” behind

our support for the Sub Base and the defense industry in Connecticut. When 

leaders from both parties set aside partisanship and rallied to help, I was thrilled

and very grateful. I proceeded to spend almost all my time meeting with leaders,

developing pro-military legislation, and collecting the facts that would convince

BRAC Commissioners that the Pentagon recommendations were flawed. My 

legislative colleagues and Governor Jodi Rell rallied to help, and our package 

of military-friendly legislation passed with ease. I spent the rest of the session 

and all summer working as a member of “Team Connecticut” preparing our 

arguments to reverse the recommendation to close the Sub Base. Thank you to

everyone who helped, who rallied, who wrote letters of support, and to all 

members of our team. As Governor Rell declared when the vote was taken on

August 24th, “We did it! We did it! We did it!”  

While the Sub Base was critical this year, it was not the only issue facing our

region and the state. In this newsletter I am happy to report about other activities 

of the 2005 session of the General Assembly. Of course, space limits me to only 

the highlights. If you have any questions or comments on other matters of state 

government, feel free to e-mail me at Catherine.Cook@cga.ct.gov or call my office 

at 1-800-842-1421. I look forward to hearing from you. 

All the best, 

Cathy Cook 

Campaign Finance
Reform

Over the years, I have

opposed dipping into your taxes

to pay for expenses of candi-

dates you oppose. I know of too

many state programs that need

assistance before politicians

need your money. Nevertheless,

I stand with my Republican 

colleagues in the Senate who are

willing to compromise in the 

interest of passing meaningful ethical reforms. To me, that means banning 

all lobbyist contributions to political campaigns; completely closing the

loophole that allows businesses to contribute to political campaigns by 

buying space in ad books; strictly limiting political leaders from funneling

money to “favorites”; cutting out special interest money to political action

committees, or PACs; and forbidding state lawmakers from proposing 

legislation supporting their employers or family members. In the final days

of the session, the Governor, Senate Republicans, House Democrats and

House Republicans all supported the same bill that created public financing

of campaigns, set strict ethical limits and removed all special interest 

money immediately. The Senate Democrats refused to take up this bill and

we continue at a standstill.  

State Budget
I continue to be concerned about the growth of state spending. Not 

surprisingly, I joined the majority of my fellow Republican senators in 

voting against the $31.2 billion biennial state budget that just plain spends

too much. Among its many problems, this new 2005-2007 budget calls for 

an 8.7 % spending increase this year alone, far more than the 4% increase

that would have been allowed  under the cap on state spending that voters

insisted on when the state income tax was adopted. And rather than set

aside our surplus of $700 million for a rainy day, it spends almost all that

money on operating expenses. Now that we are experiencing huge hikes 

in gasoline and heating oil prices, I wish that money had been set aside 

for our winter energy emergency. A better budget would have planned for

rainy day funds and reviewed the performance of our state programs to 

cut out wasteful spending. I will work toward a budget adjustment next 

year that reins in state spending and limits new taxes on you.

Military Friendly Legislation
This year we passed several pro-military bills which I introduced. Now

active duty military personnel and their immediate families qualify for in-state 

tuition while they are stationed in Connecticut. I am also thrilled to report that

after many years of my proposals, this year the Governor signed into law my

bill to join our surrounding states in providing an exemption from the state

income tax for military retirement pay. Starting in 2008, our military retirees can

exempt fifty percent of their military retirement from the Connecticut income

tax. In addition, we provided a new way to honor our sons and daughters in 

the Connecticut

National Guard by

increasing life 

insurance benefits

for Connecticut 

residents activated

to serve in conflict,

and by providing

monthly bonuses to

activated National

Guard troops 

serving in Southwest

Asia. We also set 

up a Military Relief

Fund to help 

families of guard 

and reservists cope 

with the strains 

of deployment.

Ethics 
The General Assembly addressed ethics issues that are important to 

state residents by, among other things, passing legislation to replace the 

State Ethics Commission with a newly created Office of State Ethics and a new

nine-member Citizens’ Advisory Board. The Advisory Board is located within

the Ethics office, which is an independent state agency. It is our hope that this

new system will prove to be effective in administering and enforcing state 

ethics laws as they apply to public officials and lobbyists and, in that way, 

help to restore trust in state government. 

“Team Connecticut”
celebrates our 
victory - we saved
the Sub Base!

Senator Cook looks on as Governor Rell signs the military 
assistance package.

Governor Rell and Senator Cathy Cook


